VISUAL ART

FROM OCEANSIDE TO SAN YSIDRO, ART COULD
STILL BE FOUND DESPITE THE LOCKDOWNS

BY SETH COMBS

0saythat 2020 was

particularty hard on

the visual arts com-
munity would be an under-
statement. The COVID-19
pandemic has forced many
ganenesana museums to
close while many artists
have found themselves out
Of Work or furioughed indefi-
nitely.

Still, troubled times can
8lS0 Serve as a source of
inspiration. Artists and
institutions did their best to
adapt to the “new normal”
wnnesomeewnnmm@a o
thrive in a time of seemingly
endless erisis. The resilience
of the local visual artscom-
munity was on full display
year-round. We just had to
Know where to 100k

Taking it to the street
With the Outdoors Seem-
ingty the only place not

Jolia™ project. And in San
Ysidro, five large-scale mu-
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Griselda Rosas, San Diego Art Prize nominee.

rals were unveiled as part of
The Front Arte and Cultura’s
“WallsMUuros”™ program.

Stay in the car

From Encinitas to Barrio
Logan, drive-thru art exhib-
itiOns, where patrons stay in
their car, provided a safer way
for the public to view art.
Mesa College’s museum
studies students curated an
excellent exhibition that
included large-scale prints
hung from a parking iot fence.
Lux ArtInstitute in Encinitas

incorporated site-specific
installations and sound art
into their annual gala, while
IN Gallery provided BarTio
Logan residents a similar
experience.

A historic prize
Theannual San Diego
Art Prizo mage history twice

this year. ASwith many
Drizes, past Nominees and
winners had largely been
men.soltwasmmmg
when this year's nominees
‘were all women. Then, the

statement about collectiv-
ism and competition in art.

Quint retums

When Mark Quint closed
his namesake cONtemporary
art gallery in La Jolia in 2016,
it was a huge blow to the
local scene. And while he
Kept the momentum going
at anew warehouse location
in Bay Ho, Quint returned to
La Jolla this year with a new
location on Girard Avenue.
Emphasizing intimate ex-
hibitions (by appointment
only) from mid-Career art-
ists, the Quint ONE space
has already had two excel-
lent showrases from Jean
Lowe and Mary Corse.

The Bread rises

Bread & Salt had already
solidified itselfas one of San
Diego's premier art destina-
tions, but with most people
staying home, the folks who
run the space in Barrio
Logan did their best to
satiate quarantined art
lovers. In addition to hosting
several socially distanced
art exhibitions, Bread &
Salt hosted dozens of artist
Q&As onits Instagram page
throughout the year.
A quiet milestone

‘The 50th anniversary of
Chicano Park in BarTio

Logan would have been a
huge celebration inany other

Bob Matheny

neignborhood itself remain
San Diego's cultural capital.

Making it count
Speakingofimportant
anniversaries, 2020 also
marked the centennial of
women's suffrage. Four San
Diego institutions— the
Museum of Contemporary
Art San Diego, Bread and
Salt, San Diego State ATt
Gallery and Art Produce in
North Park— celebrated
witha “Get Out the Vote"
poster campaign, which
featured over 60 posters from
female artists displayed
throughout the city.

Lux life

Lux Art Institute closed
for six months, but reopened
forlimited viewings in Octo-

ber with a stunning exhib-
ition of works from cross-
disciplinary artist Cosmo
‘Whyte and regional artist
Beliz Iristay. Thelatter's
ceramics-based work, most
ofwhichis made at herranch
inValle de Guadalupe, ex-
plores themes of cross-cul-
tural femininity and identity.

A happy story

‘The “Sine Kwento: Fil-
ipino Storfes in Film" exhib-
ition at the Bonita Museum
& Cultural Center was ini-

the Philippines, but when the
pandemic hit, the curators
had to adjust the program-
ming. No matter. The exhib-
ition, which opened in No-
vember, was still one of
Kind and included aninter-
active artinstallation of
hand-sewn quilts that were
used as projection screens
for classic and modern Fil-
ipino films.

An artful farewell
The San Diego art scene
10St tWO ZEANLS this year with

formia conceptual art scene
inthe '60s and '70s. Math-
eny’s memorial service at
Bread & Salt, however, was
asirreverent and colorful as
his storied career, compiete
Wwith artist tributes and the
burying of a coffin containing
mementos and art.

Combs s a freslance writer



